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Taufan Lekima

Warga emas
tabah rumah
dilanda ribut

Kuala Selangor: Sehari sebelum
Aidiladha Ahad lalu, warga emas,
Maznah Sanusi diduga apabila se-
bahagian bumbung rumahnya di-
terbangkan ribut pada awal pagi,
kesan tempias Taufan Lekima
yang melanda Taiwan.

Biarpun wanita berusia 61 ta-
hun yang tinggal seorang diri itu
terpaksa berdepan dugaan sede-
mikian, Maznah masih mampu
tersenyum dan bersyukun

Katanya, beliau bernasib baik
kerana masih boleh tinggal dalam
rumah kayu miliknya hasil pe-
ninggalan suaminya sedekad lalu
di Tanjong Karang, vang terletak
di tengah-tengah sawah.

Maznah berkata, ketika kejadi-
an, beliau dikejutkan pada jam 2
pagi oleh bunyi angin yang kuat.

“Saya amat takut kerana ia sa-
ngat kuat, menyebabkan saya ber-
doa. Ribut itu reda sebelum angin
kuat kembali bertiup. Saya segera
berlari ke rumah jiran untuk ber-
lindung.

“Sava pulang ke rumah pada
jam 5 pagi dan mendapati bum-
bung zink di bahagian dapur ter-
cabut diterbangkan angin. Saya
bersyukur terselamat,” katanya.

Ekoran kejadian itu, Maznah

menyambut Aidiladha di rumah
anak perempuannya di Meru,

1g.

Semalam, Kerajaan Persekutu-
an dan negeri memulakan peni-
laian terhadap rumah yang ter-
jejas di lima negeri ekoran kesan
Taufan Lekima minggu lalu.

Pegawai Khas (Ekonomi) ke-
pada Timbalan Perdana Menteri,
Ameer Ali Vali Mohamed, berkata
beberapa pasukan dikerahkan ke
Selangor; Perlis, Kedah, Pulau Pi-
nang dan Perak bermula semalam
hingga Jumaat untuk meninjau
kawasan terjejas.

Pasukan itu, katanya, diketuai
Ameer Ali dengan kerjasama
Agensi Pengurusan Bencana Ne-
gara (NADMA), Angkatan Perta-
hanan Awam Malaysia (APM) ser-
ta pegawai dari Pejabat Daerah
dan Tanah.

Terdahulu, ketika taklimat,
Ameer Ali berkata Pejabat Daerah
dan Tanah Kuala Selangor serta
Sabak Bernam menjalankan pe-
nilaian kelmarin membabitkan
kerugian dialami 443 buah rumah
rosak di Sabak Bernam dan 45 lagi
di Kuala Selangor, dalam kejadian
it

“Penilaian terhadap rumah ini

eer Ali (tiga dari kiri) bersama

Taufan Lekima di Kampung Sawah Sempadan, Tanjong Karang, Kuala Selangor, semalam.

dikategorikan sebagai kritikal, se-
paruh kritikal dan kecil. Kita ber-
nasib baik tiada kecederaan di-
laporkan mahupun kemalangan
jiwa," katanya.

Penolong Pegawai Daerah Kua-
la Selangor, Mohd Zary Affendi
Mohd Arif, berkata Jabatan Ke-
Juruteraanya memulakan proses
penilaian semalam di 45 rumah
vang terjejas di Bestari Jaya, Je-
ram, Tanjong Karang, [jok dan
Hujung Permatang.

| o e rY
wakil NADMA melawat rumah Maznah (kanan) yang rosak akibat tempias
(Foto BERNAMA)

Katanya, penilaian itu perlu di-
sahkan ketua kampung terbabit
bagi mengelakkan tuntutan palsu
atau bantuan bertindan daripada
agensi kerajaan.

“Anggaran kerugian serta data
lain dikumpulkan daripada pro-
ses penilaian ini akan diserahkan
kepada Majlis Tindakan ekonomi
Negeri Selangor (MTES) esok (ha-
ri ini). Ia akan dipengerusikan
oleh Menteri Besar, Amirudin
Shari.

“Beliau akan membuat pengu-
muman mengenai bantuan yang
akan disalurkan kepada mangsa
untuk mereka membaiki kedia-
man masing-masing,” katanya.

Yang twrut hadiy Ketua Peno-
long Pengarahh Kanan Bahagian
Pembangunan Kommiti dan So-
sial, Mohd Khairi Abd Ghani,
yvang memaklumkan kerajaan ju-
ga akan menyerahkan bantuan
antara RM200 hingga RMS500 ke-
pada setiap keluarga.
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Shah Alam

Kemas
kini Kad
Peduli Sihat

Kemas Kini inisiatif Kad
Peduli Sihat sejak Mei lalu
membuka peluang kepada
lebih ramai golongan
berkelayakan untuk
mendapatkan kemudahan
kesihatan di negeri ini.

Menteri Besar Selangor
Amirudin Shari berkata,
sehingga kini kira-kira
240,000 pemegang kad
berkenaan dikenal pasti
layak selepas proses
mengemas kini dan semak
silang dijalankan.

“Sava sedar ada
rungutan daripada pelbagai
pihak mengenai Kad
Peduli Sihat yang ditarik
balik, namun kita
melakukan yang terbaik
untuk golongan yang
benar-benar memerlukan.

“Sebelum ini Kita tidak
mempunyai kayu ukur
vang tepat kerana tidak
mendapat kerjasama
daripada Lembaga Hasil
Dalam Negeri (LHDN)
kerana berbeza kerajaan.

“Jadi kini kita baru
menerima maklumat gaji
vang diperlukan dan
proses kemas Kini perlu
dilakukan,” katanya
di sini, semalam.

Full Color
112,705
338,115
68 cm?2
RM 2,679
RM 8,036
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TYPHOON
DAMAGE BEING
ASSESSED

Officers collecting
info on homeowners’
losses before
declaring allocation

DAWN CHAN
KUALA SELANGOR
news@nst.com.my

AZNAH Sanusi, 61,

went through the

harrowing experi-

ence of having a por-
tion of her home's zinc roof
ripped off by the tail end of Ty-
phoon Lekima, two days before
Hari Raya Aidiladha.

Despite the ordeal, the widow
continued to smile and count her
blessings.

Maznah said she was lucky to
be able to continue living in her
Tanjong Karang wooden house
located in the middle of a padi
field which her late husband left

behind following his death a
decade ago.

Recalling the incident, Maznah
said she was woken by the sound
of strong winds about 2am last
Friday.

“I was terrified as the weather
was so violent and I said a prayer.
Things calmed down for a while
before the strong winds re-
turned.

“I quickly ran to my neigh-
bour’s house to seek shelter. 1
went home at 5am and found that
the zinc roof in my kitchen had
been blown off.

“I am glad I escaped unhurt,”
said Maznah, whose house was
the most damaged here.

She had to change her plans
and celebrated Hari Raya Aidi-
ladha at her daughter's house in
Meru, Klang.

The federal and state govern-
ments yesterday kickstarted ef-
forts to assess property damage
suffered by homeowners in
five states due to the tail end
of Typhoon Lekima.
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Special officer (economy) to the deputy prime minister, Ameer Ali Vali Mohamed (second from left), at the

damaged home of Maznah Sanusi in Tanjong Karang yesterday. BErRnaMA PIC

The special officer (economy)
to the deputy prime minister,
Ameer All Vali Mohamed, said
several teams had been deployed
to Selangor, Perlis, Kedah,
Penang and Perak until Friday to
visit the affected areas.

The teams were led by Deputy
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Wan Azizah Wan Ismail’s officers.
Representatives from the Nation-
al Disaster Management Agency
(Nadma), Malaysian Civil De-
fence Force and District and
Land offices are joining them.

In Selangor, the affected areas
were here and Sabak Bernam;
Kangar and Arau in Perlis,
Seberang Perai Tengah and
Utara in Penang, Rungkup and
Hutan Melintang in Perak as well
as Kota Setar and Kubang
Pasu in Kedah.

Ameer Ali said yesterday the
District and Land Offices in
Sabak Bernam and here had been
instructed the day before to con-
duct assessments on the losses
suffered by 488 homeowners.

There were 45 damaged homes
here and 443 in Sabak Bernam.

“The assessment on the houses
are categorised as critical, semi-
critical and minor.

“We are fortunate that no one
was hurt and there were no
deaths,” he said.

Assistant district officer Mohd
Zary Affendi Mohd Arif said its
engineering department had as-
sessed the damage at 45 houses
in Bestari Jaya, Jeram, Tanjong
Karang, ljok and Hujung Per-
matang on Tuesday.

He said the damage assessment
must be certified by the village

heads to avoid false claims and
overlapping assistance from oth-
er government agencies.

“The estimation of losses and
other data collected from the ex-
ercise will be presented to the
Selangor state government’s Eco-
nomic Action Council meeting
tomorrow (today).

“It will be chaired by Selangor
Menteri Besar Amirudin Shari.

“He will announce the alloca-
tion that will be channelled to
victims for them to repair their
houses.”

Nadma senior assistant direc-
tor (development and social com-
munity) Mohd Khairi Abd Ghani,
who also took part in the visits,
said the government would hand
over token sums of between
RM200 and RM500 to each fam-
ily affected by the storm.
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Cleaners sweeping up rubbish from the streets in Section 14, Petaling Jaya.

Pilot project to maintain
cleanliness in Section 14

THE Section 14 commercial area in Petaling
Jaya is often littered with rubbish through-
out the day, hence the need to have addi-

tional cleaners stationed there,
As such, Bukit Gasing an Rajiv
Rish introduced a pilot project on

Aug 1 to employ cleaners for extended
hours between 8am and 8pm.

Rajiv said the state-apgginted cleaning
contractors would only clean the streets in
the morning before the shops, eateries and
banks open for business.

He added that although dustbins were
strategically placed in the area, it did not
solve the littering problem.

“It becomes dirtier as the day goes by.

“So, the cleaners will be in the area for
longer hours to ensure it is clean,” he said

during his visit to check on the pilot project
status with representatives from Kumpulan
Darul Ehsan (KDEB) Waste Management
Sdn Bhd in Section 14.

Section 14 was chosen because of its high
tsrhaﬂicilr?;adon asitis taa.llm:; l;ﬁmef%aya

opping Centre, Mall, a court
and a wet max:hét.mgj

“This area has a good lunch and dinner
crowd, with many people running errands,”
he added.

Rajiv said the project costs about
RM10,000 a month to have additional KDEB
cleaners.

He hopes the project would gain positive
support from residents and business
owners in the area before it is introduced to
other parts of the city.
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PJ Half Marathon returns

THE Petaling Jaya Half Marathon (P] Half)
is returning for its 31st edition on Aug 25.

The marathon will take place at Dataran
Petaling Jaya and will comprise the 30km,
21km, 10km and 3km categories. The dis-
tance for a full marathon is 42km.

Petaling Jaya mayor Datuk Mohd Sayuthi
Bakar said the marathon drew many to join
the annual event.

“Due to positive response, the run had to
close its registration earlier than usual,”
said Sayuthi at the Petaling Jaya City :
Council (MBP]) headquarters in Jalan Yong
Shook Lin.

He said 10,000 partiupams registered for
the run.

“This event is also gainin; attention inter-
nationally, with 259 people registered from
42 countries,” said Sayuthi.

The PJ Half Marathon mobile app, which
was introduced last year, will be used this
year to provide live-tracking and announce-
ments related to the run.

The main roads that will be used for the
P] Half are Jalan Gasing, Jalan Templer,
Jalan Universiti and Jalan Sultan.

To ensure smooth traffic flow, 100 traffic
policemen will be stationed along the route
along with 50 MBPJ enforcement officers to
monitor the roads.

Sayuthi also advised participants and
spectators not to park along the road to

void congestion.

Penatuan Olahraga Para Selangor CPOPS)

: hnnorary secretary Mohan Govinda Samy

said the run provided a chance to the com-
munity to take part in such events.
“The marathon brings the community

- together,” said Mohan.

PJ Half is jointly organised by POPS and
MBP] with Puncak Ventures SRA Sdn Bhd.
Sponsors for the event are F&N
Marketing Sdn Bhd, Ultron,
Suunto, Unitar International University,
Perizon and Beaute Library. — By FATIN
1ZZATI

Sayuthi (centre) holding the 31st PJ Half Marathon T-shirt flanked by (from left) MBPJ
Community Development Department director Aznan Hassan, Petaling Jaya deputy
mayor Johary Anuar, Mohan and Puncak Ventures SRA Sdn Bhd director Zainudin Lop at
- MBPJ headquarters in Petaling Jaya.
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SPAN floats protection idea

Chairman wants an agency
to oversee rivers nationwide

By RASHVINJEET S. BEDI
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The National
Water Services Commission (SPAN)
has proposed a National River
Protection Authority to oversee all
the rivers in the country.

SPAN chairman Charles Santiago
said there were too many agencies
involved in rivers but none of them
had any real authority.

“How do we come out of this pro-
blem of enforcement, of too many
agencies involved. The question is
who will take ownership to solve
the problems,” he said yesterday
during a seminar on river pollution.

In the wake of several incidents
of river pollution, Santiago said

protection agency is being floated,”
he said. :

In the past few months, pollution
in Johor’s Sungai Kim Kim affected
more than 6,000 people in the area,
while diesel spillage into Sungai
Selangor caused water supply dis-
ruptions to almost five million
Klang Valley residents.

Santiago said the country must
avoid the severe or chronic water
problems faced by Cape Town,
South Africa and Chennai, India.

Santiago said 98% of raw water
drawn for consumption here came
from rivers.

“If the pollution issue is not ,

solved, the cost of treating river
water will increase and this would
result in tariffs increasing as well,”

' £

X pod ducar | E 2
Filling time: A man collecting water from pipes supplied by Syarikat Air

Selangor in this file picture. A plan to prevent rivers from pollution may
help with clean water supply in future, — Bernama

Zainudin said while there were
laws that limited effluent discharge,

National Water Quality Standards.
“Compliance to the law doesn't

there was a need to look at how the  he said earlier in a speech. they were very limited. . mean the river will not be polluted,”
entire system could come together Santiago also said that SPAN sug- He pointed out that the Environ-  Zaki said.
as a unified body under the Prime gested making changes to the Water mental Quality Act (EQA) 1974 regu- :
Minister’s Department to give it Services Industry Act 2006 to lated what was allowed to be ElRxE
power and funds to solve the issues  increase fines for those caught pol- released into water bodies but Woatch the video ¥ 2
at hand. luting rivers. added that the parameters under rtv.

“That is why the idea of a water Water quality specialist Dr Zaki the Act would not meet those of the .com [y
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